Annual Drinking Water Quality Report for 2023

Village of Wellsburg Water Department
3663 Sixth Street Wellsburg NY 14894
Public Water Supply ID# NY0701010

To comply with State regulations, the Village of Wellsburg will be annually issuing a report describing the quality of your
drinking water. The purpose of this report is to raise your understanding of drinking water and awareness of the need to
protect our drinking water sources. Last year, your tap water met all State drinking water health standards. This report
provides an overview of last year's water quality. Included are details about where your water comes from, what it
contains, and how it compares to State standards.

If you have any questions about this report or concerning your drinking water, please contact our licensed water system
operator, Mike Steck, at (607) 565-2594. If you wish to learn more, please attend any of our regularly scheduled Village
Board meetings. The meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. the second Monday of each month at the Ashland Town Hall.

Where does our water come from?

In general, the sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds,
reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally-
occurring minerals and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activities.
Contaminants that may be present in source water include: microbial contaminants; inorganic contaminants; pesticides
and herbicides; organic chemical contaminants; and radioactive contaminants. In order to ensure that tap water is safe to
drink, the State and the EPA prescribe regulations, which limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by
public water systems. The State Health Department's and the FDA's regulations establish limits for contaminants in
bottled water which must provide the same protection for public health.

We purchase our water from the Elmira Water Board. The water is a blend of river and well water that is treated and
filtered. Elmira is one of the many drinking water systems in New York State that provides drinking water with a
controlled, low level of fluoride for consumer dental health protection. Fluoride is added to your water by the Elmira
Water Board before it is delivered to us. According to the United States Centers for Disease Control, fluoride is very
effective in preventing cavities when present in drinking water at a properly controlled level. To ensure that the fluoride
supplement in your water provides optimal dental protection, the State Department of Health requires that the Elmira
Water Board monitor fluoride levels on a daily basis. Results are reported in the table below.

Elmira also adds phosphate and controls the alkalinity (pH) in the finished water to prevent corrosion of household
plumbing. The goal is to limit the amount of lead that can be leached from residential piping that contains soldered or
brass fittings.

Our water system serves about 630 people through 250 service connections. During 2023, we did not experience any
shortage of our source water.

Are there contaminants in our drinking water?

As the State regulations require, we routinely test your drinking water for contaminants that can sometimes get into the
water after we buy it from Elmira. These contaminants include: total coliform, asbestos, lead and copper, and disinfection
byproducts called Total Trihalomethanes and Haloacetic Acids. Elmira tests the water for additional contaminants at their
treatment plant, including turbidity, inorganic compounds, nitrate, nitrite, volatile organic compounds, synthetic organic
compounds and naturally occurring radioactive contaminants. The table below shows the most recent test results for
compounds detected in your drinking water.

It should be noted that all drinking water, including bottled drinking water, may be reasonably expected to contain at least
small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a
health risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EPA's Safe
Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791) or the Chemung County Health Department at 737-2019.
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We are required to present the following information on lead in Drinking Water

Lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water
is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. Village of Wellsburg
is responsible for providing high quality drinking water and removing lead pipes, but cannot control the variety of
materials used in plumbing components in your home. You share the responsibility for protecting yourself and your
family from the lead in your home plumbing. You can take responsibility by identifying and removing lead materials
within your home plumbing and taking steps to reduce your family’s risk. Before drinking tap water, flush your
pipes for several minutes by running your tap, taking a shower, doing laundry or a load of dishes. You can also use a
filter certified by an American National Standards Institute accredited certifier to reduce lead in drinking water. If
you are concerned about lead in your water and wish to have your water tested, contact Village of Wellsburg at 607-
271-9129. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is
available at Attp.//’www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

Do I need to take special precautions?

Although our drinking water met or exceeded state and federal regulations, some people may be more vulnerable to
disease causing microorganisms or pathogens in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-compromised
persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants,
people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from
infections. These people should seek advice from their health care provider about their drinking water. EPA/CDC
guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium, Giardia and other microbial
pathogens are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

Is our water system meeting other rules that govern operations?

During 2023, we were in compliance with all New York State water supply regulations.

Contaminants Detected during 2023 (or most recent test)

New York State allows us to test for some contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these
contaminants do not change frequently. For this reason, some of our data, though representative, is more than a year old.

Definitions used in the table:

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): The highest level of a Milligrams per liter (mg/L): Corresponds to one
contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as part of liquid in one million parts of liquid.

close to the MCLGs as feasible. (MRDL, the Maximum Residual
Disinfectant Level, applies to chlorine residual)

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): The level of a Micrograms per liter (ug/l): Corresponds to one
contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or | part of liquid in one billion parts of liquid.
expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
(MRDLG means Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal)

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL): The highest Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal

level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is (MRDLG): The level of a drinking water
convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for | disinfectant below which there is no known or
control of microbial contaminants. expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the

benefits of the use of disinfectants to control
microbial contamination.

Action Level (AL): The concentration of a contaminant that, if Nephelometric Turbidity Units (NTU): A
exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements that a water measure of water cloudiness.
system must follow.

Picocuries per liter (pCi/L): A measure of radioactivity in water. | Not Applicable (N/A)

Treatment Technique (TT): A required process intended to Not Detected (ND): The contaminant was not found
reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water. by the laboratory sample.
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